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12. 305

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS (HAZMAT) INCIDENTS
AND NUCLEAR, BIOLOGICAL, CHEMICAL THREAT
RESPONSE

Ref er ence:

Procedure 12.145 — Critical Incident Response

Procedure 12.169 - Zone Incident Plan (Zip)

Procedure 12.170 - G vil Disturbance Operation
Procedure

St andards Manual - 46.1.2, 46.1.5
I nt roducti on:

I nci dents involving hazardous materials and threats
to di ssem nate bi ol ogical agents have occurred

t hroughout the United States. The first priority at
t he scene of a hazardous nmaterial or biologica
threat incident is to prevent/limt exposure to the
public and you.

| nf ormati on:

Many bacteria, fungi, viruses, rickettsial agents
and toxins are possible biological warfare agents.
Despite the very different characteristics of these
organi sns, viruses and toxins, biological agents
used as weapons share sone common characteristics.
They can be dispersed in aerosols of particle size
one to five mcrometers (mcrons), which may remain
suspended (in certain weather conditions) for hours
and if inhaled will penetrate deep into the |ungs of
victims. Particles larger than five mcrons tend to
be filtered out in the upper airway. The aerosols
may be delivered by sinple technol ogy, including

i ndustrial sprayers with nozzles nodified to
generate the smaller particle size. Qher possible
routes of exposure for biological agents include
oral, by intentional contam nation of food and

wat er, and percutaneous (skin contact). |In general,
t hese other routes of exposure are considered |ess

i mportant than the respiratory route. D seases
produced by the offensive use of biological agents
coul d be I ethal and/or disabling.

Hazardous Materials incidents enconpass a w de
vari ety of potential situations including fires,
spills, transportation accidents, explosions, and
simlar events. Hazards involved nmay include
toxicity, flammbility, radiol ogical hazards,
corrosives, explosives, health hazards, chem ca
reactions, and conbi nati ons of factors.
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Pur pose:
To gui de Division personnel in the event of:
 Hazardous Material Incidents

* Nucl ear, Biological, Chem cal Agent
I nci dents

To provide for the integration of the Fire D vision,
| ocal, state, and federal agencies with Division
personnel .

Pol i cy:

Fire Division personnel have the primary role and
authority in all HAZMAT and Nucl ear, Biol ogical, and
Chem cal (NBC) Incidents. Upon arrival, Fire

Di vi sion personnel will establish operational zones
(red, yellow and green) and deternine the need for
out si de agency invol venent other than | aw

enf orcenment .

Operational zones during NBC Incidents are defined
as foll ows:

A. G een Zone:

1. Indicates areas of the City not contan nated
by NBC materi al s.

2. Normal activities will continue within this
zone, al though operations may be nodified as
the City-w de situation escal ates and
various criteria are inplenented.

B. Yell ow Zone:

1. Indicates area i mredi ately surrounding
contam nat ed area and deened likely to
becone cont ani nat ed.

2. Police Dvision personnel will not enter
this zone until cleared by a Fire Division
nonitoring team

3. Cosely nonitor personnel safety operations
wi th caution being exercised during al
activities.
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C. Red Zone:

1. Indicates areas where NBC contam nation is
known to be occurring.

2. Police Division personnel wll not enter
this zone until cleared by a Fire Division
nmoni toring team

Pr ocedur e:
A.  Hazardous Material (HAZMAT) and Nucl ear,

Bi ol ogi cal, and Chem cal (NBC) Incidents:

1. Indication of hazardous materials may
i ncl ude:

a. Markings or placards on the exterior of
the vehicle

b. Exposed contai ner showi hg HAZNVAT
mar ki ngs

2. On scene police officer(s) will:

a. |Inmediately contact Police
Comuni cati ons Section (PCS) and inform
them of the situation.

b. If a HAZMAT or NBC material is suspected
to be involved, toxic funes nay al so be
aresult. Oficer(s) will imedi ately
respond to an area upwi nd fromthe
| ocati on.

c. Notify any bystanders to evacuate the
area downwi nd fromthe |ocation. Use
the police vehicle s public address
systemif needed.

d. If a gas cloud, leaking liquid or a fire
is present, approach the inmedi ate scene
only if absolutely necessary, and only
fromthe upw nd side.

e. No attenpt will be nmade by the
of ficer(s) to exam ne or otherw se
disturb the material until cleared by a
Fire Division nonitoring team
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PCS w I :

a.

The

Informthe Fire dispatcher that a
suspected HAZMAT or NBC material has
been found and request the Fire Division
di spatch the necessary equi pnent.

Di spatch a district supervisor to the
scene.

supervisor wll:

Respond to the scene and neet with the
ranki ng supervisor of the Fire Division,
eval uate the situation and determ ne the
seriousness of the incident and a course
of acti on.

1) Request PCS to dispatch the D strict
O Cto the scene for serious
i nci dent s.

Coordi nate all Police Division
activities with those of the Fire
Division and all local, state, and
federal agencies and keep PCS i nf or med
of the situation.

1) During the isolation stage of a
hazardous materials incident, the
Police Division's main function wll
be traffic control and preventing
unaut hori zed persons fromentering
the hazard area.

2) Al traffic posts will be set within
the Green Zone area unl ess ot herw se
deternmi ned by a supervisor.

3) Any officer experiencing a physical
reaction (difficulty breathing,
| i ght - headedness, etc.) wll
i mredi ately | eave the area and seek
nmedi cal assi st ance.

Brief the District O C upon his/her
arrival .

Conplete a Form 17 After Action Report,

di rected through channels to the Police
Chi ef, giving an account of the incident
and the action taken.
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Fire Division wll:

a.

The Fire Division OCw Il be the

i nci dent commander and wi || determ ne

t he evacuati on of personnel, the

bl ocki ng of areas and the retention of
peopl e who may have been affected by
hazardous materials. Assistance wll be
provi ded by the Police D vision.

The Fire Division O C will hand over
only properly packed, safe material, to
Police Division Personnel.

Police Division Personnel will:

1) WMake a notation on the Form 330 and
t he evi dence envel ope / bag
“Hazardous Material Packaged By:”
(place nane of Fire Division officer
rel easi ng the property).

2) Place a “Biohazard” sticker on the
evi dence envel ope / bag and seal
wi th evidence tape. Date and
initial the seal to nmaintain chain
of cust ody.

3) Process the evidence through the
Court Property Unit (CPU). Indicate
evi dence requiring analysis via an
Evi dence Submi ssi on Sheet.

4) Court Property Unit will transport
t he evi dence for anal ysis using
their current Chain of Custody SOP.

a) The evidence will be transported
by CPU to the Chi o Departnent of
Heal t h, 1571 Perry Street,

Col unbus, OChi o on an as-needed
basi s.

5) Evidence and analysis records wll
be mai ntai ned at Court Property
Unit.

As soon as it has been ascertai ned that
hazardous materials are invol ved, the
ranki ng on scene Fire Division officer
will establish the operational zones as
foll ows:
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1) Red Zone

a) Limt entry to Fire personne
who are adequately protected.

2) Yell ow Zone
a) Triage and transfer area

b) Contam nated civilian assenbly
area

c) Decontam nation area
3) Geen Zone
a) Command Posts and stagi ng areas

e. Notify all local, state, and federa
agenci es needed to assist in the
incident, including the City Health
Conmi ssi oner .

6. City Health Department will:

a. Upon arrival, the Health Conm ssi oner or
his representative will assune
responsibility for the disposition of
persons being retained or others who
have been affect ed.

b. After the initial emergency period has
expi red, the Health Departnment w |
assume responsibility for the
supervi sion of the decontam nation of
any persons involved and not otherw se
di sposed of, and the affected area
i ncl udi ng the buil di ngs.

c. Health Departnment representatives wll
be responsi ble for making the statenents
as to the seriousness of the situation
and any other acts which are necessary
for public dissem nation. Any persons
making the initial response to the cal
will limt statements only to the fact
t hat hazardous materials are invol ved.

B. Biological Threats (i.e.; anthrax threats):

1. Imrediately advise Police Comuni cations
Section after receiving a biological threat.
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2. PCS wlII:

a. Advise Fire dispatch of the incident and
request themto dispatch the necessary
personnel and equi pnent.

b. Dispatch four units and a supervisor to
t he scene.

1) Al officers will remain outside the
af fected building or area and shal
not have any face to face contact
Wi th persons inside the affected
bui | di ng or area.

3. Police officer(s) wll:

a. Cordon off the affected building or area
and establish a perineter. No one
shoul d be allowed inside the affected
area or have contact with persons inside
t hat area.

4. Supervisor will:

a. Evaluate the situation and request PCS
to di spatch the necessary personnel.

b. Any officers inside the building when a
device or agent is found shall remain in
t he contai nment area.

c. If aletter is involved, only those
peopl e who had contact with the opened
letter need to be isolated. Direct the
reporting person to place the letter and
envel op in a seal able bag or container
tolimt further exposure.

d. Notify Intelligence Unit of the incident
if occurring between 0800 and 1700 hours
on weekdays.

e. |If during other hours, notify the Night
Chief or the Duty Oficer who wll
recall the Intelligence Unit Commander.

5. The Intelligence Unit wll:

a. Coordinate the investigation and
eval uate the information in terns of
providing intelligence to affected units
or agenci es.
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